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“Hooray for the King! Hooray for 
the King! Hosanna! Hosanna! Long 
live the King!”

Hello, Sheepdog School trainees. It’s Grandpa 
Donkey here, and do I have a treat for you! Cecil 
has rushed out to cover an impromptu royal 
parade that started in Bethphage and is heading 
for Jerusalem. He’s asked me to hold down the 
fort and begin today’s lesson on “Jesus the King.” 
Now, I’m incredibly excited because according 
to Cecil’s initial reports, my young grandson, 
Dave, is caught up in the centre of this whole 
royal celebration. I have a hunch this story may 
be big enough to make all four Gospels (Matthew 
21:1-11; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-44; John 
12:12-19). If you’ve signed up for this class then 
I’d guess you also have some young ones in 
your stable that you hope will be caught up in 
celebrating and serving the King. So, while I’ll try 
and stick to the course outline, I’m sure you won’t 
mind if we cross to Cecil for any developments on 
this royal parade and my grandson Dave.

Introduction

Dave the Donkey
Mark 11: 1-10
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This is Jerusalem. Ever since King David built 
his palace here (2 Samuel 5:11-12) and King 
Solomon built the temple (1 Kings 6:1-2), 
Jerusalem has been the royal city. If you claim to 
be king, you come to Jerusalem. Dave and I live 
in the village of Bethphage. It’s an exciting place 
to live. Whenever there is a festival, thousands 
of pilgrims travel through our village to worship 
at the temple and many, including Jesus and his 
friends, stay in Bethany and Bethphage during the 
celebrations (Mark 11:11-12). The next festival 
begins in a few days with the Passover Feast. It 
is the big Freedom Festival where we celebrate 
God’s saving his people from slavery in Egypt 
(Exodus 12:21-30).

Excuse me, class, we have breaking news from 
the royal parade. Let’s go to Cecil.

History & Geography

Jerusalem
Gethsamane

Bethphage

Bethany

Palace
Mount

of Olives

Temple

1000 metres
1 mile
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Hi, everyone, I’m here among the crowd, Jesus 
has just ridden by on...yes, you heard it first in 
Sheepdog School...Jesus has just ridden by on 
Dave the Donkey! The atmosphere is electric! 
People are waving palm branches, they’re singing 
and cheering, it is joyous pandemonium. Let’s 
talk with some of the revelers. Hello, sir, Cecil 
the Sheep reporting for Sheepdog School. What 
happened to your coat? Did Dave the Donkey 
gallop straight over the top of you?

No! Of course not! I laid my coat on the road 
so that Jesus would ride over it. That is how you 
welcome a king! I only own one coat, so this is 
a way of saying, “I will give you everything, even 
the shirt off my back!” That is what the people did 
when Jehu was anointed king (2 Kings 9:12-13).

  

Cecil: And you, sir? Why the waving of palm 
branches and chanting? This isn’t a gardening 
festival!

Man: We’re waving branches because that is 
how you welcome a king! Surely you know the 
history behind that other great Freedom Festival, 
the Feast of Dedication (John 10:22-24) where 
we celebrate the events of 164 BC when Judas 
Maccabaeus drove the Syrian king Antiochus 
Epiphanes out of Jerusalem and set God’s people 
free! The people celebrated then by waving palm 
branches and singing psalms of praise.

Interviews
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One Week Later...

Hello, Friends! Grandpa Donkey here. I’m sorry for the week’s delay in 
getting back to finish this class. Read Mark 14:43–16:20 or the reports in 
the other gospels to get the full story of what happened when Jesus reached 
Jerusalem.

1. The Cross: The King is Dead.

a) Only Failed Kings Were Crucified

None of Jesus’ followers expected Jesus to die. Anyone who failed in their bid 
to become king or seriously challenged the power of the Romans was nailed 
to a cross. The blunt message was, “Challenge Rome’s authority and this will 
happen to you.” Barabbas, who was sentenced to crucifixion but pardoned, 
had been involved in an uprising against the Romans (Mark 15:7). The 
robbers crucified to the right and left of Jesus were not petty thieves but violent 
rebels. Crucifixion is what happened to riot leaders, revolutionaries, and 
failed messiahs—never to a victorious king. Peter knew this, so he rebuked 
Jesus when he spoke of death (Mark 8:31-33). The Roman soldiers knew it, 
so they violently mocked Jesus, dressing him in purple robes and a crown of 
thorns (Mark 15:16-20). The chief priest and the teachers of the law believed 
that crucifixion proved Jesus wasn’t the Messiah, so they stood at the foot of 
the cross and taunted him. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save 
himself! Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the cross. 
When we see that, we will believe” (Mark 15:31-32).

Master Class

1. The  Cross: 
The King is Dead. 
a. Only Failed Kings were 

Crucified.
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1. The Dave-O-Matic

Your children can share the Easter 
story with their very own Dave-O-
Matic: “Cutting-edge technology 
in the service of the Gospel.” On 
one side is Dave’s story of what he 
thought would happen to the King. 
On the other side is Grandpa’s story 
of what actually happened to the 
King.

Operating the Dave-O-Matic is a 
breeze. Just turn the disc and share 
the amazing Easter story.

2. Palm Sunday Play

The story of Dave the Donkey works 
brilliantly as a Palm Sunday play. 
You have the script, now all you 
need is three children to read the 
parts of the narrator, Grandpa, and 
Dave; lots of palm fronds; and a 
bunch of kids who love to cheer and 
wave branches.

3. Grandpa’s Story

I’m not the only old grandpa who 
serves Jesus. In the same way that I 
shared my story with Dave, why not 
invite a grandpa, grandma, aunt, 
or uncle to share a story from their 
youth about serving Jesus. It may 
surprise and inspire the young ones.

4. Pin the Tail on Grandpa

Okay, okay, I give up. Whenever you 
have a donkey and small children 
in the same room, everyone wants 
to play “Pin the Tail on the Donkey.” 
You know the rules, so here is a 
picture of me to download and 
enlarge with an overhead projector. 
(I never expected this when I signed 
up to serve the King.)

Activities

Activities

  www.lostsheep.com.au
Copyright © 2012 Lost Sheep Resources Pty. Ltd.

Dave_the_Donkey_Pin_the_Tail_on_Grandpa

Purchase the Activity Book 
from the Lost Sheep Shop!

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD
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Bible Verses

Bible Verses

Exodus 2:11-12 NIV

One day, after Moses had grown 
up, he went out to where his own 
people were and watched them 
at their hard labor. He saw an 
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of 
his own people. Glancing this way 
and that and seeing no one, he 
killed the Egyptian and hid him in 
the sand.

Exodus 12:21-30 NIV

Then Moses summoned all the 
elders of Israel and said to them, 
“Go at once and select the animals 
for your families and slaughter the 
Passover lamb. Take a bunch of 
hyssop, dip it into the blood in the 
basin and put some of the blood 
on the top and on both sides of the 
doorframe. Not one of you shall 
go out the door of his house until 
morning. When the LORD goes 
through the land to strike down the 
Egyptians, he will see the blood on 

the top and sides of the doorframe 
and will pass over that doorway, 
and he will not permit the destroyer 
to enter your houses and strike you 
down. “Obey these instructions as 
a lasting ordinance for you and 
your descendants. When you enter 
the land that the LORD will give 
you as he promised, observe this 
ceremony. And when your children 
ask you, ‘What does this ceremony 
mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is 
the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, 
who passed over the houses of 
the Israelites in Egypt and spared 
our homes when he struck down 
the Egyptians.’ “ Then the people 
bowed down and worshiped. The 
Israelites did just what the LORD 
commanded Moses and Aaron.

At midnight the LORD struck down 
all the firstborn in Egypt, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on 
the throne, to the firstborn of the 
prisoner, who was in the dungeon, 
and the firstborn of all the livestock 

as well. Pharaoh and all his 
officials and all the Egyptians got 
up during the night, and there was 
loud wailing in Egypt, for there 
was not a house without someone 
dead.

2 Samuel 5:11-12 NIV

Now Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, along with 
cedar logs and carpenters and 
stonemasons, and they built a 
palace for David. And David knew 
that the LORD had established him 
as king over Israel and had exalted 
his kingdom for the sake of his 
people Israel.

1 Kings 1:38-39 NIV

Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, Benaiah son of Jehoiada, 
the Kerethites and the Pelethites 
went down and put Solomon on 
King David’s mule and escorted 

him to Gihon. 39 Zadok the priest 
took the horn of oil from the sacred 
tent and anointed Solomon. Then 
they sounded the trumpet and all 
the people shouted, “Long live King 
Solomon!”

1 Kings 6:1-2 NIV

In the four hundred and eightieth 
year after the Israelites had come 
out of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the 
month of Ziv, the second month, 
he began to build the temple of 
the LORD. The temple that King 
Solomon built for the LORD was 
sixty cubits long, twenty wide and 
thirty high.

2 Kings 9:12-13 NIV

Jehu said, “Here is what he told 
me: ‘This is what the LORD says: I 
anoint you king over Israel.’ “They 
hurried and took their cloaks and 

spread them under him on the 
bare steps. Then they blew the 
trumpet and shouted, “Jehu is 
king!”

Psalm 2 NIV

Why do the nations conspire  
  and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth take their 
stand  
   and the rulers gather together  
   against the LORD  
   and against his Anointed One. 
“Let us break their chains,” they 
say,  
   “and throw off their fetters.” 
The One enthroned in heaven 
laughs;  
   the Lord scoffs at them. 
Then he rebukes them in his anger 

   and terrifies them in his wrath, 
saying, 
“I have installed my King  
   on Zion, my holy hill.”
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Psalm 51:1-5 NIV

Have mercy on me, O God,  
   according to your unfailing love;  
   according to your great 
compassion  
   blot out my transgressions. 
Wash away all my iniquity  
    and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions,  
    and my sin is always before me. 
Against you, you only, have I 
sinned  
    and done what is evil in your 
sight,  
    so that you are proved right 
when you speak  
    and justified when you judge. 
Surely I was sinful at birth,  
  sinful from the time my mother 
conceived me.

Psalm 118:25-26 NIV

O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant 
us success. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the LORD. 
From the house of the LORD we 
bless you.

Isaiah 53:4-6 NIV

Surely he took up our infirmities  
   and carried our sorrows,  
   yet we considered him stricken 
by God,  
   smitten by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our 
transgressions,  
   he was crushed for our iniquities;  
   the punishment that brought us 

peace was upon him,  
   and by his wounds we are 
healed. 
We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray,  
   each of us has turned to his own 
way;  
   and the LORD has laid on him  
   the iniquity of us all.

Ezekiel 37:1-14 NIV

The hand of the LORD was upon 
me, and he brought me out by the 
Spirit of the LORD and set me in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. He led me back and forth 
among them, and I saw a great 
many bones on the floor of the 
valley, bones that were very dry. He 
asked me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?” I said, “O Sovereign 
LORD, you alone know.” Then he 
said to me, “Prophesy to these 
bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, 
hear the word of the LORD! This 
is what the Sovereign LORD says 
to these bones: I will make breath 
enter you, and you will come to 
life. I will attach tendons to you 
and make flesh come upon you 
and cover you with skin; I will put 
breath in you, and you will come 
to life. Then you will know that I 
am the LORD.’ “ So I prophesied 
as I was commanded. And as I was 
prophesying, there was a noise, a 
rattling sound, and the bones came 
together, bone to bone. I looked, 
and tendons and flesh appeared 
on them and skin covered them, 

but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath; prophesy, son of 
man, and say to it, ‘This is what 
the Sovereign LORD says: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe into these slain, that 
they may live.’ “ So I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and breath 
entered them; they came to life 
and stood up on their feet—a vast 
army. Then he said to me: “Son of 
man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up and our hope 
is gone; we are cut off.’ Therefore 
prophesy and say to them: ‘This 
is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
O my people, I am going to open 
your graves and bring you up 
from them; I will bring you back 
to the land of Israel. Then you, my 
people, will know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves 
and bring you up from them. I will 
put my Spirit in you and you will 
live, and I will settle you in your 
own land. Then you will know that I 
the LORD have spoken, and I have 
done it, declares the LORD.’ “

Zechariah 9:9-10 NIV

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 
   Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  
   See, your king comes to you,  
   righteous and having salvation,  
   gentle and riding on a donkey,  
   on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 I will take away the chariots from 
Ephraim  

   and the war-horses from 
Jerusalem,  
   and the battle bow will be broken.  
   He will proclaim peace to the 
nations.  
   His rule will extend from sea to sea  
   and from the River to the ends of 
the earth. 

Matthew 20:20-22 NIV

Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons 
came to Jesus with her sons and, 
kneeling down, asked a favour of 
him. 
“What is it you want?” he asked.  
    She said, “Grant that one of 
these two sons of mine may sit at 
your right and the other at your left 
in your kingdom.” 
“You don’t know what you are 
asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can 
you drink the cup I am going to 
drink?”  
   “We can,” they answered.

Matthew 21:1-11 NIV

As they approached Jerusalem and 
came to Bethphage on the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2 saying to them, “Go to the village 
ahead of you, and at once you 
will find a donkey tied there, with 
her colt by her. Untie them and 
bring them to me. If anyone says 
anything to you, tell him that the 
Lord needs them, and he will send 
them right away.”This took place to 
fulfil what was spoken through the 
prophet:  

“Say to the Daughter of Zion,  
  ‘See, your king comes to you,  
   gentle and riding on a donkey,  
   on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ “ 
The disciples went and did as Jesus 
had instructed them. They brought 
the donkey and the colt, placed 
their cloaks on them, and Jesus 
sat on them. A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, 
while others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 
The crowds that went ahead of him 
and those that followed shouted,  
  “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  
  “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!”  
  “Hosanna in the highest!” 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, 
the whole city was stirred and 
asked, “Who is this?” The crowds 
answered, “This is Jesus, the 
prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Mark 1:14-18 NIV

After John was put in prison, Jesus 
went into Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news of God. “The time has 
come,” he said. “The kingdom of 
God is near. Repent and believe 
the good news!” As Jesus walked 
beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake, for they 
were fishermen. “Come, follow 
me,” Jesus said, “and I will make 
you fishers of men.” At once they 
left their nets and followed him.
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Bible Verses

“What are you doing, untying that 
colt?” They answered as Jesus 
had told them to, and the people 
let them go. When they brought 
the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks over it, he sat on it. Many 
people spread their cloaks on the 
road, while others spread branches 
they had cut in the fields. Those 
who went ahead and those who 
followed shouted,  
  “Hosanna!”  
  “Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!”  
  “Blessed is the coming kingdom 
of our father David!”  
  “Hosanna in the highest!”

 Mark 11:11-12 NIV

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went 
to the temple. He looked around at 
everything, but since it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with 
the Twelve. The next day as they 
were leaving Bethany, Jesus was 
hungry.

Mark 12:1-8 NIV

He then began to speak to them 
in parables: “A man planted a 
vineyard. He put a wall around it, 
dug a pit for the winepress and 
built a watchtower. Then he rented 
the vineyard to some farmers and 
went away on a journey. At harvest 
time he sent a servant to the 
tenants to collect from them some 
of the fruit of the vineyard. But 
they seized him, beat him and sent 

him away empty-handed. Then he 
sent another servant to them; they 
struck this man on the head and 
treated him shamefully. He sent still 
another, and that one they killed. 
He sent many others; some of 
them they beat, others they killed. 
“He had one left to send, a son, 
whom he loved. He sent him last 
of all, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ “But the tenants said to one 
another, ‘This is the heir. Come, 
let’s kill him, and the inheritance 
will be ours.’ So they took him and 
killed him, and threw him out of 
the vineyard.

Mark 12:18 NIV

Then the Sadducees, who say there 
is no resurrection, came to him 
with a question. 

Mark 14:6-9 NIV

“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. 
“Why are you bothering her? She 
has done a beautiful thing to me. 
The poor you will always have with 
you, and you can help them any 
time you want. But you will not 
always have me. She did what she 
could. She poured perfume on my 
body beforehand to prepare for my 
burial. I tell you the truth, wherever 
the gospel is preached throughout 
the world, what she has done will 
also be told, in memory of her.”

Mark 14:12, 22

On the first day of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, when it was 
customary to sacrifice the Passover 
lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, 
“Where do you want us to go and 
make preparations for you to eat the 
Passover?”...While they were eating, 
Jesus took bread, gave thanks and 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take it; this is my body.”

Mark 14:28 NIV

But after I have risen, I will go 
ahead of you into Galilee.”

Mark 14:43 NIV

Just as he was speaking, Judas, 
one of the Twelve, appeared. 
With him was a crowd armed with 
swords and clubs, sent from the 
chief priests, the teachers of the 
law, and the elders.

Mark 14:49 NIV

Every day I was with you, teaching 
in the temple courts, and you did 
not arrest me. But the Scriptures 
must be fulfilled.”

Mark 15:7 NIV

A man called Barabbas was in 
prison with the insurrectionists 
who had committed murder in the 
uprising.

Mark 15:16-20 NIV

The soldiers led Jesus away into the 
palace (that is, the Praetorium) and 
called together the whole company 
of soldiers. They put a purple robe 
on him, then twisted together a 
crown of thorns and set it on him. 
And they began to call out to him, 
“Hail, king of the Jews!” Again and 
again they struck him on the head 
with a staff and spit on him. Falling 
on their knees, they paid homage 
to him. And when they had mocked 
him, they took off the purple robe 
and put his own clothes on him. 
Then they led him out to crucify 
him.

Mark 15:31-32 NIV

In the same way the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law mocked 
him among themselves. “He saved 
others,” they said, “but he can’t 
save himself! Let this Christ, this 
King of Israel, come down now 
from the cross, that we may see 
and believe.” Those crucified with 
him also heaped insults on him.

Mark 15:39  NIV

And when the centurion, who stood 
there in front of Jesus, heard his 
cry and saw how he died, he said, 
“Surely this man was the Son of 
God!”

Mark 16:6 NIV

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You 
are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, 
who was crucified. He has risen! 
He is not here. See the place where 
they laid him.

Mark 16:11-14 NIV

When they heard that Jesus was 
alive and that she had seen him, 
they did not believe it. Afterward 
Jesus appeared in a different form to 
two of them while they were walking 
in the country. These returned and 
reported it to the rest; but they did 
not believe them either. Later Jesus 
appeared to the Eleven as they 
were eating; he rebuked them for 
their lack of faith and their stubborn 
refusal to believe those who had 
seen him after he had risen.

Luke 19:28-44 NIV

After Jesus had said this, he went 
on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
As he approached Bethphage 
and Bethany at the hill called the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of 
his disciples, saying to them, “Go 
to the village ahead of you, and 
as you enter it, you will find a colt 
tied there, which no one has ever 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 
31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’ Those who were sent 
ahead went and found it just as he 
had told them.
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